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commentary. The eighth in&alment of Bulwer's
topical fantasy Asmodeus at Large, published in the
New Monthly for the previous December, had con-
tained some remarks unfriendly to the proposal for
perpetuating Abbotsford in the possession of the
Scott family as a memorial to the fame of Sir Walter;
and these remarks, angrily quoted in the February
Fraser'S) were made the excuse for a particularly coarse
attack on the New Monthly's editor. The point
ostensibly at issue was obscurely and confusingly put,
and there was little pretence of argument. In the
place of discussion or the Abbotsford scheme, such
phrases as " mean blackguardism," " a byword of
scorn as an incarnation of everything that is shabby,"
" paltry spite," and " bea&ly impertinence" were
scattered plentifully over two pages of abuse.

Neither Maginn nor Thackeray was capable of
such clumsy controversialism. Both could write,
and both knew well that to lash one's viftim is
more painful than to bludgeon him. One's firft
impulse is to conclude that these crudely insulting
pages were written ty some minor Fraserian, to whose
venom a brief licence had been given. But further
investigation leaves little doubt that they represent
Lockhart's attempt to revenge himself on an enemy
whom he dared not meet face to face. Consider the
evidence. Immediately following on the Asmodeus
comments on the Scott Memorial scheme had followed
a direft (and merited) criticism of Lockhart's unftuous
share in the editing of Murray's seventeen-volume
edition of Byron's Works,1 This one instalment of

1 This edition was originally announced as to be edited by Moore
and completed in fourteen volumes; but the plan was altered, and a
later prospeftus made clear that the annotations were by various
named authorities. Lockhart's responsibility for the gathering of un-
published poems and the editing of the volumes containing them was
generally recognised.